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of the Kirk. She could not, however* see any
chance of reintroducing Catholicism in the pre-
sent state of feeling. More than once the populace
had given proof of its hatred of popery since her
arrival. Priests had been burned in effigy, and
at a mass attended by herself a mob had rushed
into the church and assailed the clergy.
Nor could she find an opportunity to rid herself
of the pestilent Knox. In May 1562 he had at-
tacked the vices of princes from his pulpit, and
had especially criticised the dancing which the
queen allowed in Holyrood on one occasion, for
in his view it was in celebration of a massacre of
French Protestants. Mary summoned him for a
second audience, and received him this time in
the company of her maids of honour and some of
her council. Mary, Knox says, made a speech,
but he gives no report of it. His reply was that
he had said nothing to which she could take ob-
jection, and thereupon he delivered the sermon
of the previous day in the audience chamber!
Nor did he fail to point out that if she came to
church, as she ought, she would not need to
depend upon false accounts of what he had said.
Mary did not attack the sermon. Instead, she
tried once more to win him over, and appealed
to him to come to her privately if he fead com-
plaints against her, promising to listen to his
views. Knox, however, was not to be tempted
into entertaining such a compact. If she came